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NYSNA’s concern for the health, safety and welfare of the Delegates, members and guests because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic led the Board to determine to hold the 2021 Convention virtually. The challenge of 
holding our meeting using an all-virtual platform requires this Convention to be held with modified standing 
rules. The Board of Directors adopted these Rules on September 24, 2021 in order to allow the Convention to 
operate in this virtual environment. 

1. Delegate Check-in
 Delegates must check in for the Convention using the information provided by NYSNA. 

2. Resolutions and Agenda
  a. The Board shall determine the order of the Resolutions that will be considered by the Delegates. The 

Convention may change the order of business by a two-thirds vote. 

  b. Resolutions submitted after the 30-day deadline will only be considered if approved by a two-thirds 
(2/3) vote of the Delegates, without debate, after all timely-submitted resolutions have been considered. 
The Board of Directors may submit a late agenda item at any time. 

  c. Resolutions submitted to the Convention on which no action has been taken by the Delegates shall be 
referred to the Board of Directors when the Convention adjourns. 

  d. The Convention may only act on business which is on the advance published agenda approved by the 
Board of Directors and the Convention. 

  e. The President, in consultation with the parliamentarian, will review the agenda items prior to their 
being taken up on the floor of the Convention to determine whether any items should be ruled out of 
order. If the proponent wishes to appeal the determination to the Convention floor, such appeal will only 
be heard at the conclusion of the resolution agenda. 

3. Recognition to Speak
 a. The Chair will recognize speakers in the order in which they enter the queue.

  b. A Delegate desiring to speak to a question before the Convention shall not speak until recognized by 
the Chair.

 c. No one shall speak until a motion and, if applicable, an amendment, is displayed on the screen.

  d. Before speaking, a Delegate recognized by the Chair must state their name, their LBU, and whether 
they are in favor of or opposed to the motion or amendment.

4. Debate and Voting
  a. Only Convention Delegates may participate in the debate and vote. Staff recognized by the Chair may 

speak but may not make a motion or vote. Delegates will use the digital options provided by NYSNA to 
participate in the debate and voting. 

  b. Once an agenda item (main motion) is moved and seconded, it is open for debate and any Delegate may 
speak to the proposal. A Delegate may also make an amendment or raise one of the Points discussed in h, 
i and j, below.

  c. The “whereas” clauses of all resolutions and amendments before the Convention shall not be read or 
displayed on the screen. 

  d. A motion may be withdrawn by its mover and seconder before a vote is taken thereon, without 
objection from the Delegates. 

  e. After a question before the Convention is put to a vote, all Delegates who are awaiting their turn to 
speak shall be cleared from the speakers’ queue. 
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  f. If, during debate, no additional speakers remain in the speakers’ queue, the Chair shall close debate and 
put the question to a vote. 

  g. Delegates shall vote by selecting either the “for” or “against” digital option. As a result of the digital 
tabulation of votes, there shall be no division of the house and no roll call votes. A Delegate must be in 
attendance in the virtual meeting to cast their vote. 

  h. A Delegate may raise a Point of Information by selecting the designated digital option. Points of 
Information may only be used to request information. A request for information must be framed as a 
concise question necessary to obtain factual information relating to a question under consideration. The 
Delegate has 15 seconds to ask their question and may not interrupt another Delegate who has the floor to 
do so. The request will take precedence over other speakers, except those making a Point of Order. 

  i. A Delegate may raise a Point of Order by selecting the Point of Order digital option. A Point of Order 
may only be used to raise a question as to whether the Chair is following the correct parliamentary 
procedure. If a Delegate raises a Point of Order, the Chair will ask them to state the parliamentary point 
and then will rule on it. 

  j. A Delegate may raise a Point of Personal Privilege only if there is a matter of urgency affecting the entire 
body or for serious matters involving the Delegates’ ability to participate in the meeting. 

  k. A Delegate seeking to appeal a ruling of the Chair must state their reasons for the appeal, following which 
the Chair may state their reasons for the ruling. All appeals from rulings of the Chair shall be treated as 
undebatable. Appeals must be initiated by using the designated method to seek recognition from the Chair. 

5. Limitations on Debate
  a. A Delegate may only speak in debate for two (2) minutes and may not speak twice on any motion or 

amendment unless permission is granted by the Chair, without debate, for a 30-second extension. A 
Delegate who has spoken once in debate may not speak again until all Delegates in the queue have had 
the opportunity to speak. 

  b. Except for debate on a constitutional amendment, the debate on any motion or amendment shall 
be limited to three (3) speakers for and three (3) speakers against unless the Chair, in her discretion, 
allows two (2) additional speakers for and two (2) additional speakers against. The debate on a Bylaw 
amendment shall be limited to five (5) speakers for and five (5) speakers against unless the Chair, in her 
discretion, allows two (2) additional speakers for and two (2) additional speakers against.

  c. A member seeking to close debate who is recognized by the Chair may not speak for or against the 
motion before moving to close debate, and shall make the motion to close debate from either the “for” or 
“against” digital option

6. Amendments to Motions and Out of Order Motions
  a. In light of the challenges of a virtual Convention, members are encouraged to submit amendments to 

a motion using the online form at www.nysna.org/amendments no later than 5 pm on Friday, October 
22. No seconds are required for the amendment to be considered. Amendments will be considered in the 
order in which they are received. Time permitting, each proposed amendment shall be considered, and 
the movant shall be the first speaker. If more than one Delegate submits a proposed amendment that is 
the same or very similar, the first person to have submitted the amendment shall be the movant. 

  b. The following motions are out of order: A motion to suspend the Rules, table, call for a division of the 
house or roll-call vote, rescind or reconsider, and divide or consider the question by paragraph. Where 
appropriate, in the interest of concluding the business before the Convention, the Chair may rule other 
motions out of order.
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